How to get hitched on the cheap and
throw the best damn wedding your

friends have ever seen

here comes the indie bride
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OU MERGE CD col-
lections, purchase
matching Tibetan
rings at the local flea
market, and declare
your undying love for
sach other. You agree
ta keep the wedding simple, nontra-
ditional, affardable. And then, bliss-
fully, naively, you annaunce yaur
engagement to the warld,

Within days, if not minutes, mar-
ried coworkers begin leaving back
issues of Modern Bride an your desk.
Yaur oldest collage buddy sends you
three wedding-planner books that
“saved her life.” Engagemeant gifts of
the heart-shaped-waffle-iren ilk arriva
on your doorstep. Worst of all, the
nagging questions from well-meaning
relations pile up like unpaid credit-
card bills: Have you set a date? Ficked
a venue? Started shopping for a
drass? Drawn up the guest list? What
about the band/photographer/caterer’
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flowers/seating chart/color scheme?

Mo matter how you respond,
unsolicited advice of the “you'll live to
regret it if you don't get the 21-tier
rose-petal-blanketed white-chocolate-
truffle cake™ variety will continue to
paur in frorm all frants, it's encugh to
make any would-be bride fantasize
about running off to Vegas. But with a
little conviction and know-how, you
can have the alterna-wedding of your
dreams and avoid becoming anather
statistic in the $100-billion-a-year wed-
ding industry.

Show Me the Money

Sure, the average American wedding
costs more than $25,000. But DIY
brides across the nation have thrown
cne-of-a-kind weddings for less than
%5,000, $2,500, even $500, and if
you're resourceful, you can too. To
keep from starting your shiny new
rmarriad life drowning in matrimonial
debit, set a realistic, firm budget from

the get-go. Alterna-bride May
Allison, 25, was militant about not
dipping inta her honeymaoaon fund to
pay for extras at her wedding. Every
time she and her partner thought
about going over budget, "We
reminded ourselves that if we
splurged here, we'd have to give up
samething at whatever destination
we wanted to travel to,” she says.

For starters, taking a machete to
that rapidly growing guest list can
drastically cut costs. "l think a lot of
times, people get sucked into "Ch, |
really need to invite my coworkers, |
really need to invite my dad's cowork-
ars, | really need to invite my third
cousin,' says Lori Leibovich, editor of
IndieBride.com. But once you wise up
to the fact that you'll be picking up
the bar tab for people you'll never sea
again, making the tough cuts
becomes, well, a piece of cake.

To avaid throwing a cookie-cutter
wedding (and spending all your






